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1.  Main Stories 

 

 Commission calls for Smoke Free Europe by 2012 
 
The European Commission has published, after extensive consultation, a proposal 
for a Council Recommendation calling on all Member States to bring in laws to 
protect their citizens from exposure to tobacco smoke by 2012. Tobacco remains the 
largest single cause of premature death and disease in the European Union. 
Estimates suggest 79,000 adults, including 19,000 non-smokers, died in the EU-25 in 
2002 due to exposure to tobacco smoke at home (72,000) and in their workplace 
(7,300). EU Health Commissioner Androulla Vassiliou said: "It is my firm belief that 
each and every European merits full protection from tobacco smoke. There is a wave 
of support from the general public and we will work with Member States to make this 
a reality.  
 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1060&format=HTML
&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 
 

 
 

 Swedish presidency starts with health determinants 
 
The social causes of ill health are top of the agenda for the Swedish presidency as 
the country prepares for its role at the helm of the EU. The need to address the 
problem of alcohol-related harms and excess consumption has been discussed 
during one of the first high-level ministerial meetings of the presidency, the informal 
Health Council. In addition to supporting the implementation of the EU alcohol 
strategy to reduce alcohol-related harm, according to the recently launched 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1060&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1060&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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presidency website, the other priority areas for health during the presidency include 
cross-border healthcare, patients‟ rights and health and dignified ageing. 
 
The website of the Swedish Presidency can be found at www.eu2009.se 
 

 National Institute plays major role in EU Presidency  
 
EuroHealthNet member the Swedish National Institute for Public Health is actively 
involved in preparing for and supporting the national ministry in several Presidency 
events on ageing, alcohol and mental health. Its website containing information and 
links is at www.fhi.se  
 
 

 Conflicting interests remain over cross-border healthcare 
 
The Health Council (Ministers) of the EU held a public debate on the issue of cross-
border healthcare in an attempt to provide a platform for ministers from Member 
States to discuss their existing concerns about the directive. 
 
Despite an overall consensus about the need for cooperation in the field of 
healthcare, ministers still had worries about the need for prior authorization, the legal 
basis for the proposals and the issue of long-term care. The first round of 
negotiations may have concluded but there remains a lot of work to be done in order 
to reach agreement on these proposals. 
 
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/news/under-the-leadership-of-the-
czech-presidency-the-epsco-council-adopts-important-recommendations-on-public-
health-protection--24975/ 
 

 Active and dignified ageing 
 
The EU Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council has 
adopted a series of recommendations which seek to establish the conditions “for the 
active life and dignified ageing of women and men”. 
 
Among the recommendations for measures to be implemented at the national level 
are the creation of active ageing policies for older workers; efforts to support 
employers in their efforts to recruit and retain older workers in employment; and 
measures to address the needs of older persons, including older women living alone, 
in order to reduce their isolation and to promote their independence, equality, 
participation and security. 
 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/108375.pdf 
 

 Barroso nominated to continue as president of European 
Commission 

 
At the European Council summit this month, the heads of state and government 
voted that agreed unanimously on Mr. José Manuel Durão Barroso as the person 

http://www.eu2009.se/
http://www.fhi.se/
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/news/under-the-leadership-of-the-czech-presidency-the-epsco-council-adopts-important-recommendations-on-public-health-protection--24975/
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/news/under-the-leadership-of-the-czech-presidency-the-epsco-council-adopts-important-recommendations-on-public-health-protection--24975/
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/news/under-the-leadership-of-the-czech-presidency-the-epsco-council-adopts-important-recommendations-on-public-health-protection--24975/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/108375.pdf
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they intend to nominate as President of the European Commission for the period 
2009-2014. The nomination will now go to the European Parliament for approval, 
which is not yet assured. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/108622.pdf 
 

 Gradient project springs to life 
 
This month saw the first steering group meeting for the Gradient research project. 
This is the first research project co-ordinated by EuroHealthNet and co-funded by the 
EU 7th Research Framework Programme. The Gradient project group comprises 
academic bodies, national institutes and policy partners. It is aimed at studying 
policies impacting on health equity among children, adolescents and families, thus 
contributing to the third of the overarching recommendations of the WHO CSDH 
Report 
 
An advisory group of global experts will contribute to project knowledge gathering. At 
the first event, Professor Richie Poulton of the University of Otago in New Zealand, 
discussed how influences during early childhood determine health throughout the 
lifecourse, while work package leaders outlined first steps and plans. 
For more information, please visit the project website at  
http://www.health-gradient.eu/ 
 

 
 
 
 

2. News from the European Institutions 

 
 
 

 EU adopts plans to secure patient safety 
 
EU health ministers have adopted a recommendation on patient safety, including 
prevention and control of health-care related infections. The objective of the 
proposals is to support national-level implementation of prevention strategies and 
programmes and control of undesirable events and infections related to health-care 
providers. 
 
Member States have been asked to develop common definitions and terminology on 
patient safety which can be shared, and also to establish a set of reliable and 
comparable indicators, to identify safety problems, to evaluate the effectiveness of 
interventions aimed at improving safety and to facilitate mutual learning in this area. 
 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/108381.pdf 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/108622.pdf
http://www.health-gradient.eu/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/108381.pdf
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 …and takes action on rare diseases 
 
The Council of the EU has also adopted a strategy which recommends that all 
Member States should have a national plan for defined rare diseases in place by 
2013. The aim of the strategy is to “pave the way for a more precise definition of rare 
diseases and provide efficient and effective support for cooperation and coordination 
between Member States”. 
 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/108383.pdf 
 

 Salt shake up urged 
 
The European Commission has published a series of “National Salt Initiatives”, a 
collection of responses to a survey sent out by the High Level Group on Diet, 
Physical Activity and Health about different national salt reduction initiatives in 
Member States. 
 
Given that data from Member States bring to light that the current salt intake levels 
are clearly exceeding the WHO maximum limit of 5 g per day, it is hoped that this 
work will help develop the existing EU Framework for National Salt Initiatives and 
ultimately towards a common vision for a general European approach towards salt 
reduction.  
 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/documents/national_sa
lt_en.pdf 
 

 Auditors criticise EU Public Health Programme 2003-2007 
 
The European Court of Auditors has produced a special report on the EU public 
health programme, called, “The European Union’s Public Health Programme (2003-
2007): an effective way to improve health?” The Court‟s audit looked at whether the 
right conditions were set for the projects financed from the EU budget to contribute 
effectively to improving the health of European citizens, as a complement to 
measures taken by Member States. EuroHealthNet is studying the findings of the 
report as part of its strategic review for the coming years. 
 
The report can be downloaded from the website of the European Court of Auditors at 
http://eca.europa.eu/products/SR09_02 
 

 Setting the agenda for the EU Health Policy Forum 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/108383.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/documents/national_salt_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/documents/national_salt_en.pdf
http://eca.europa.eu/products/SR09_02
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The EU Health Policy Forum has published its strategic priorities, including specific 
priorities for 2009-2010, on the website of the European Commission‟s directorate-
general for health. The forum has identified a number of key priority areas in 
addressing "the need for further actions at EU level with high potential added value 
for health", namely: economic change: health as an economic driver and cost; 
demographic change: its impact on health systems and health needs; environmental 
change: its impact on the organisation of health services and impact on health; social 
change and public health and technological change: innovation and development. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/health_forum/docs/EUHPF_priorities_en.pdf 
 
 

 EU invites NGOs to join HIV/AIDS Civil Society forum 
 
The European Commission‟s directorate-general for health is looking for non-
governmental organisations and networks interested to become a member of the EU 
HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum (CSF). The aim of the CSF, which meets twice a year, 
is to facilitate the participation of NGOs and networks, including those representing 
people living with HIV/AIDS, in European policy development and implementation, 
and to exchange information. Organisations interested in becoming a member of the 
CSF for the period of 1 October 2009 to 30 September 2012 should express their 
interest via the link below. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/aids/docs/call_renewal.pdf 
 

 

 EC launches new portal dedicated to health research 
 
The European Commission‟s research directorate-general has launched a new web 
portal dedicated to EU research on health matters under the Seventh Framework 
Programme (FP7). The website has specific sections devoted to health 
biotechnology, genomics & systems biology; medical research; infectious diseases; 
public health; and innovative medicines initiative. There is also a news section which 
provides the latest headlines in these areas. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/health/health-portal-intro_en.html 
 

 
 

 EC research magazine focuses on epidemics 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/health_forum/docs/EUHPF_priorities_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/aids/docs/call_renewal.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/health/health-portal-intro_en.html
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„Research EU‟, the magazine of the European Commission‟s research directorate-
general, has produced a special report on epidemics, including an article on the 
different ways diseases affect the North and South, a look at the research effort by 
the scientific community over the past 25 years in combating HIV and the role of 
globalisation in the spread of viruses across the world. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/research-eu/59/index_en.html 

3. News from Member States / Organisations 

 England Review consultation on health equity 
 
The Strategic Review of Health Inequalities in England Post 2010 (Marmot Review) is 
looking for opinions and evidence within and beyond the country to help improve its 
nationwide survey of health inequalities. During the consultation period, the review 
team are hoping to consult a wide range of individuals, groups and organisations 
about the first phase of the review, and the work done so far by the different task 
groups.  
 
The review team are also keen to learn about any examples of good practice and 
evidence of positive impacts in reducing health inequalities. Feedback on the key 
themes looked at, the existing evidence gathered on health inequalities and the 
proposed interventions to tackle these issues will feed into the second phase of the 
review, due to report in September 2009.The consultation period closes on 5th 
August 2009.  
 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/gheg/marmotreview/consultation 

 

 France: new smoking prevention campaign launched 

Recognizing that smoking is the leading cause of death in France, and that tobacco 
consumers are generally insufficiently aware of the risks they incur by smoking, the 
National Institute of Prevention and Education for Health (INEPS) has recently 
launched a new smoking prevention campaign. 

The campaign‟s communication strategy relies on a 40 second TV-spot and posters 
which will be placed outside bars, restaurants, medical centre, council offices etc. 
Moreover, a online and phone information service, Tabac Info service, which 
provides personalized counseling on how to stop smoking has been established. 

http://www.inpes.sante.fr/CFESBases/equilibre/pdf/Lettre50.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/research-eu/59/index_en.html
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/gheg/marmotreview/consultation
http://www.inpes.sante.fr/CFESBases/equilibre/pdf/Lettre50.pdf
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 France: better awareness of STI needed 

According to a study carried out by the French National Institute for Disease 
Prevention and Health Education (INPES), 60% of people in France are unaware of 
the significance of the acronym “IST” (Sexually Transmitted Infections). The French 
Ministry for Health and Sport has therefore decided to launch jointly with INPES an 
information campaign about sexually transmitted infections. 

INPES has also invited the public to learn more about ISTs through a dedicated 
website at http://www.info-ist.fr/ and through a series of posters which use humour to 
inform people of the correct meaning of the acronym, which will be disseminated 
through the press during the summer. 

www.inpes.fr 

 

 And in Scotland.... 

Following on from the World Congress for Sexual Health, the Scottish government 
has launched a new website aimed at raising awareness about sexually transmitted 
infections a (STIs) and personal relationships and advice for people who want to find 
ways to bring up sensitive issues with their partners. The website features several 
interactive sections, including a “symptom-o-tron” utility for learning about the 
symptoms of possible STIs and a search facility to find out the nearest sexual health 
service.http://www.sexualhealthscotland.co.uk/ 

World Congress for Sexual Health: http://www.sexo-goteborg-2009.com/ 

 Scotland: nationwide minimum price for alcohol planned 

On June 22nd an Alcohol Summit- attended by around 100 representatives from 
across the political spectrum, health systems, universities, alcohol producers and 
retailers, interest groups and government- was held in Edinburgh to discuss the scale 
of Scotland's alcohol problem and possible solutions. 

http://www.info-ist.fr/
http://www.inpes.fr/
http://www.sexualhealthscotland.co.uk/
http://www.sexo-goteborg-2009.com/
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Dr Peter Anderson, a consultant to the World Health Organization and advisor to the 
EU Commission, urged the Scottish Government to push forward existing proposals 
regarding the introduction of a nationwide minimum price for alcohol. This measure 
will be included in a forthcoming Bill to be introduced to the Scottish Parliament later 
this year. http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/06/22102738 

 

 Scotland: Record number of people living to 100 years 

The number of people in Scotland living to be 100 years or older has reached a 
record high, with new figures from the Registrar General estimating that there were 
720 centenarians living in Scotland in 2008. At the beginning of the 21st century, 
there were estimated to be more than 500 people in Scotland who were 100 years 
old or more, and the number has been steadily increasing. The overwhelming 
majority of these are women. 

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/press/2009/record-number-of-centenarians-in-
scotland.html 

 Sweden: Protecting the mental health of young people 

The Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions (SALAR) has published a 
position paper on Mental health, children and young people which is now available in 
English. The paper consists of 16 standpoints and argues that joint efforts must be 
made by all of the social stakeholders concerned to promote the health of children 
and young people, deal with mental illness and alleviate the consequences of mental 
diseases and disabilities. 

http://www.skl.se/artikeldokument.asp?C=6573&A=60047&FileID=256563&NAME=P
ositionspapper%5Feng%5FKORR.pdf 

 Sweden: National Institute involvement in EU Presidency 

The Swedish National Institute for Public Health is active in the following events 
during the current EU Presidency, as headlined in our Main Stories Section: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/06/22102738
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/press/2009/record-number-of-centenarians-in-scotland.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/press/2009/record-number-of-centenarians-in-scotland.html
http://www.skl.se/artikeldokument.asp?C=6573&A=60047&FileID=256563&NAME=Positionspapper%5Feng%5FKORR.pdf
http://www.skl.se/artikeldokument.asp?C=6573&A=60047&FileID=256563&NAME=Positionspapper%5Feng%5FKORR.pdf
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 Thematic Conference on Mental Health in Youth & Education, Stockholm 29 -
30 September. 

 Healthy Ageing in Europe, Stockholm 22 -23 October 

 Expert Conference on Alcohol, Stockholm 21- 22 September 

 Global Expert meeting on alcohol, health & social development, Stockholm 23 
September 

For details, please contact the Institute via www.fhi.se  

 

 
4.  Other Events and Publications 
 

 National Prevention Days scheduled in France 
 

The 6th edition of the French Prevention Days will take place on the 8th and 9th April, 
2010, in Paris. Included on the agenda will be a session devoted to quality assurance 
in health promotion through international perspectives. The objective of this session 
is to focus on key themes such as benefits and /or limits in the implementation of 
quality assurance in health promotion, quality and social health inequalities, methods 
and quality tools (e.g. criteria, guidelines) and the tools and methods developed in 
various countries. 
www.inpes.fr  
 

 How towns and cities affect our quality of life  
 

The European Environment Agency (EEA) has published a report to raise awareness 
of the various perspectives on, and perceptions of, quality of life, including the 
challenges ahead to ensure quality of life in the long run for all social groups, and the 
crucial importance of sustainability and the environment as our life supporting 
system. The main focus of the report is on Europe‟s cities and towns, as this is where 
quality of life is experienced for most of the population, whilst at the same time 
making the link with rural areas and the services they provide to the urban 
population. The report places an emphasis on how the approaches to policies 
implemented in towns and cities can have a significant impact on the quality of life for 
citizens everywhere. 
 http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/ 
 

 OECD reveals gender imbalance in leisure time 

The OECD has published its Society at a Glance 2009 report, which looks at 
quantitative social trends and policies across the OECD. The findings range from 
demography and family characteristics to employment and unemployment, poverty 
and inequality, social and health care expenditure, and work and life satisfaction. A 
special chapter dedicated to leisure time reveals big differences in the amount of time 
men and women have for leisure. Italian men have nearly 80 minutes a day of leisure 
more than women. Much of the additional work of Italian women is apparently spent 

http://www.fhi.se/
http://www.inpes.fr/
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/
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cleaning the house. Norway is the most equal society, with men having only a few 
more minutes of leisure than women. Norwegians spend just over a quarter of their 
time on leisure, the highest among OECD countries, while Mexicans spend just 16%, 
the lowest. 

http://www.oecd.org/document/24/0,3343,en_2649_34637_2671576_1_1_1_37419,0
0.html 

 Alcohol and global health 
 

The Lancet has recently published a three-part series on alcohol and global health 
which highlights how the adverse effects of alcohol consumption on population health 
are underestimated despite one in 25 deaths worldwide are attributable to alcohol 
misuse. The publication calls for a global framework convention to reduce alcohol 
harm similar to the global convention on tobacco control. 
 
http://www.thelancet.com/series/alcohol-and-global-health 
 

 European Network for Workplace Health Promotion 
 

The European Network for Workplace Health Promotion has published the latest 
edition of its newsletter, with news about projects and good practice from the field of 
workplace health promotion. Featured in this issue is a report from the 6th European 
Conference "Healthy Work - Healthy Lifestyle - Healthy Business", news about the 
final "Move Europe" business report with the objectives and key data of the project, a 
description of the developed quality criteria and the "Company Health Check”, and an 
introduction to JobFit Guide, which aims to link health and employment promotion. 
 
http://www.enwhp.org 
 

 The economic crisis: what does it mean for public health? 
  

The latest issue of the journal Social Medicine has a focus on the consequences of 
the economic crisis for public health. Part of the long-term response to increasingly 
pressing challenges such as increases in malnutrition, homelessness and 
unemployment may be to rethink public health priorities and to educate the public 
and policy-makers about the health problems which arise from the current economic 
circumstances. Also in this edition is an interview with Professor Sir Michael Marmot, 
as well as a look at the lessons to be learnt from Mexico‟s H1N1 Influenza outbreak. 
 
http://journals.sfu.ca/socialmedicine/index.php/socialmedicine/issue/view/38/showToc 
 

 EC Conference on the Health of Young People 
 

As Health Highlights was published, European Health Commissioner Vassiliou was 
about to head a conference in Brussels on the Health of Young People as a main 
initiative of her role. The conference, which will be reported in the next edition, 
contains several EuroHealthNet participants and partners, but mainly aimed to listen 
to young people on key health topics. Information about the event is contained at 
http://94.23.50.42/youth/conference/index_en.htm  

http://www.oecd.org/document/24/0,3343,en_2649_34637_2671576_1_1_1_37419,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/24/0,3343,en_2649_34637_2671576_1_1_1_37419,00.html
http://www.thelancet.com/series/alcohol-and-global-health
http://www.enwhp.org/
http://journals.sfu.ca/socialmedicine/index.php/socialmedicine/issue/view/38/showToc
http://94.23.50.42/youth/conference/index_en.htm
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 Candidate sets out challenges for new WHO Regional Director 
 
Dr Marc Sprenger, Director of the RIVM Environment and Health Institute and official 
candidate of the Netherlands for the post of European Regional Director of WHO in 
succession to Dr Marc Danzon, has informed EuroHealthNet of his website setting 
out his views. This is available at 
http://www.marcsprenger.nl/news.htm  
 
Naturally if EuroHealthNet receives any factual information from any candidate before 
the electoral process it will also be published fairly, as the network does not express 
support for any individual until appointed.  
 

5. Calendar of international events 
 

29.08.09-02.09.09 Barcelona: European Society of 
Cardiology congress 
http://www.escardio.org/congresses/e
sc-2009/Pages/welcome.aspx 

10.09.2009 Brussels: Combating heart disease 
and stroke: Planning for a Healthier 
Europe 
http://www.euroheart2009.eu/ 

21.09.2009 Liverpool, UK: Inaugural European-
wide Healthy Stadia conference 
http://www.heartofmersey.org.uk/com
munications/?page_id=206  

01-04.10.2009 Bangkok: 19th International 
Congress of Nutrition 
http://www.icn2009.com/ 

19-20.10.2009 Siena, Italy: WHO/HBSC Forum 
2009 
http://www.hbsc.org/ 

25-28.10.2009 Ottawa, Ontario, Canada: Health 

Equity: Our Global Responsibility 
16th Annual Canadian Conference on 
International Health 
http://www.csih.org/en/ccih/abstracts.asp 

05-08.11.2009 Lisbon: ASPHER European 
Conference on Public Health 
http://www.epha.org/a/3287 

20.11.2009 Kent, UK: WASTED: An International 
Conference on Alcohol and Young 
People 
www.livegroup.co.uk/healthandeurop
ecentre 

26-28.11.2009 Lodz, Poland: Second joint 
European Conference on Public 
Health (EUPHA / ASPHER) 
http://www.eupha.org/site/upcoming_

http://www.marcsprenger.nl/news.htm
http://www.escardio.org/congresses/esc-2009/Pages/welcome.aspx
http://www.escardio.org/congresses/esc-2009/Pages/welcome.aspx
http://www.euroheart2009.eu/
http://www.heartofmersey.org.uk/communications/?page_id=206
http://www.heartofmersey.org.uk/communications/?page_id=206
http://www.icn2009.com/
http://www.csih.org/en/ccih/abstracts.asp
http://www.epha.org/a/3287
http://www.livegroup.co.uk/healthandeuropecentre
http://www.livegroup.co.uk/healthandeuropecentre
http://www.eupha.org/site/upcoming_conference.php
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conference.php 

26 – 27.11.2009 Vilnius, Lithuania: “The Forgotten 
Children” conference,  concerning 
children of parents with mental illness 
http://www.esha.org/modules.php?na
me=News&file=article&sid=41 

 
 

Also see Events Calendars on www.eurohealthnet.eu or 
www.equitychannel.net for upcoming events 
 
Please note that EuroHealthNet is not responsible for the content of 
other sites or publications mentioned in this publication. 
 
Would you like to inform other members about new publications or 
events in your organisation or country? Please send contributions 
to m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu 
 
 

EU Health Highlights is produced for the internal use of organisations, institutions, 
authorities and departments interested in health promotion, disease prevention and 
public health in the EU. It is funded only by fees paid to us. If any reader knows of 
people or bodies who might find it useful to receive Health Highlights, please do not 
copy it without our authorisation, but do send details to us at: 
m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu  . We will be pleased to make contact and offer our 
services, including a trial period. Your comments and suggestions will also be 
welcome. Thank you for your help. 
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